would let no Hindu or Sikh stay there with safety and
honour, it would mean extinction of Islam in India.
He wanted them to shed all cowardice. He held it to be
cowardice to force out any one by indirect means. If the
Muslims were bad, goodness on the part of the Hindus
and Sikhs would make them good. In the bhajan that
they had just heard Mira said that she felt happy when
she saw a devotee of God and grieved when she looked
at worldly men. The sight of the godly men made her
feel godly. The way to deal with bad men was to reform
them, not to turn them out or kill them.
THE VILLAGE INDUSTRIES
Gandhiji then referred to the meetings of A.I.V.LA.
that he had attended at the Harijan Colony during the
week between the 6th to the 13th instant. He had told
them about three meetings but was unable to deal with
A.I.V.I.A. meetings. He had said that the spinning
wheel was the Sun in the village system of India, if not
for her few cities also. The various village industries
were like planets revolving round the Sun. Without the
Sun the planets were nowhere. He felt that the reverse
was equally true, though he could not prove it scienti-.
fically. But he could say so confidently about the villages.
There were many villages round about Delhi. If they
developed village industries, the villages and the city
of Delhi would add to each other's prosperity. Then
they would have no time to think of communal strife.
He had heard that many artisans in Delhi and round
about were Muslims. Their departure had greatly dis-
turbed the life of the city. At Panipat large numbers
of Muslims were employed in making blankets. Their
departure had greatly hampered the work, if it had not
stopped it altogether. Hindus and Muslims in many
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